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God’s Gift of  Water  •  Lesson 3  
Jesus Is Baptized 

God gives love. 

 

And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
– Mark 1:11 

 

• In the Gospels of  Matthew and Luke, the heavens simply opened to let the Holy Spirit 
descend. Here in the Gospel of  Mark, the Greek word used in verse 10 means to tear open    
or tear apart as with a piece of  cloth. 

• God’s declaration here is almost the same in all three Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke), though in Mark and Luke the voice is speaking directly to Jesus (You are my Son), while 
in Matthew, the voice is addressing others (This is my Son). 

• This same declaration of  Jesus as God’s beloved Son is also made at his transfiguration     
(Mark 9:7). There the voice addresses Jesus’ disciples and replaces “with you I am well   
pleased” with “listen to him!” 

• Given that most Christians believe that Jesus was without sin (Hebrews 4:15) and that John’s 
baptism was “of  repentance for the forgiveness of  sin” (Mark 1:4), the reason for Jesus’ 
baptism is difficult to understand. Though we might not understand why Jesus was baptized; 
his baptism was an opportunity for God to declare to others who Jesus was. 

 

• Jesus is the beloved representative of  God whom we can trust. 

• Like Jesus, we are declared to be beloved children of  God in our baptisms. 

• God has ripped apart all barriers that keep God separated from us. 
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Dear God, thank for claiming me as your beloved child, and loving me without ceasing. In the 
name of  your Son, Jesus Christ, I pray. Amen. 

 

Practice telling the story of Jesus’ baptism using the actions for Jesus, dove, and the 
heavens separating with others in your home.  

Try to remember a baptism you have witnessed. Who was there? What did the 
worship leader say or do? Tell each other what you remember. 

Think about how you would you describe the Holy Spirit. Draw a picture of what 
you imagine the Holy Spirit might look like. 

What does it mean to you to be a beloved child of God? Write your name down the 
left side of a piece of paper. Make an acrostic poem (using each letter of your name 
as the first letter of a word) describing why you are beloved. 

What are some things that keep you from a close relationship with God? Select one 
and determine a way to remove that obstacle.  

Share this blessing while tracing a cross on each person’s forehead or hand with their 
permission: You are a beloved child of  God. 


