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God’s Gift of  Water  •  Lesson 5  
Jesus Walks on Water  

God gives faith. 

 

Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
– Matthew 14:27 

 

 

• Bible translations generally say that the disciples’ boat was far from the land, though the Greek 
text says it was “many stadia.” A stadion is a unit of  measure that is approximately one eighth 
of  a mile. While the Gospel writer is not intending to make a claim to distance, the boat may 
have been a half  mile or more from shore. 

• The NRSV Bible translation states that the boat was battered by the waves (verse 24). The 
Greek word used here is often used to indicate testing a person by use of  torture. So 
“tormented” is also a possible translation. While the text does not describe this weather as a 
storm, the words used indicate violent weather. By contrast, the language used to describe 
Jesus’ actions show no special concern on his part. 

• Jewish (and therefore early Christian) teaching about death and the final resurrection denied 
the possibility of  ghosts, but it was a popular belief  among the people. 

• Jesus’ response to the disciples’ fear includes the phrase “I am” (ego eimi), which could remind 
the disciples and early readers of  God’s self-identification at the burning bush “I AM.” 

• While the disciples’ response to Jesus’ stilling of  the storm was awe, here they responded by 
bowing down, a posture of  worship the Gospels use only toward Jesus and God (along with 
Satan’s temptation in Matthew 4:9). 

 

• Jesus is present even in our times of  fear. 

• Even when we falter, Jesus reaches out his hand to steady us. 

• Jesus’ miracles stories show that he is the powerful Son of  God. 
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Faithful God, help us to remember you are always with us no matter what. Amen. 

 

What would you have thought if you had seen Peter walk on water and then start to 
sink? Show others what you would have felt with your face.  

How has your faith in God helped you through a scary time? Thank God by saying a 
prayer. 

Find a small rock and with a permanent marker write “God” on it. Keep it with you 
in your pocket, bag, or backpack to remind you that God is faithful.  

Make a “Faith Box” to help you through hard times. Write words that help you feel 
strong and put them in a box. When you are afraid read the words until you find just 
the right one.  

Search the Internet for American Sign Language signs for each word in “God is 
always with you.” Practice them and then share them with others.  

Share this blessing while tracing a cross on each person’s forehead or hand with their 
permission: God is always with you. 


