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God’s Gift of  Water  •  Lesson 1  
Creation 

God gives life.  

 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of  living creatures.”  
– Genesis 1:20a 

 

• This and other accounts of  creation in Scripture are intended to be descriptions of  why the 
world came to be and who made it and not descriptions of  how the world came to be. 

• The description of  the cosmos at the beginning of  this creation account as watery chaos 
(“formless void”) reflections the ancient Near Eastern cultural view of  the danger of  
uncontrolled water, seen often in the sea, floods, and storms. 

• The focus of  this creation account is that God created order out of  chaos: separating waters, 
gathering the seas and setting their boundaries, and filling the water, land, and sky with living 
creatures. This theme of  God being in ultimate control of  the seemingly uncontrollable 
elements is reflected throughout Scripture. 

• While Scripture describes the beginning of  creation as watery chaos, the Book of  Revelation 
describes the new heavens and earth as having no sea (Revelation 21:1). This shows that not 
only is God in control of  the forces of  chaos and evil in our world, but that these forces will 
ultimately be destroyed and have no place in the world to come. 

• God gives humanity dominion over living creatures, but—as with all things—we are to use this 
responsibility to love God and love others. 

 

• No matter how random or chaotic our world and lives may seem, God is ultimately in control. 

• In and through water, God gives all creatures life. 

• When we use water to help and not to harm, we are participating in God’s good creation. 
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God, empower us to care for your creation. Amen. 

 

Talk a walk, see how many different things God created you can count. You might 
need to make it a short walk or bring a calculator! 

Clear chaos and care for people God created in your home by cleaning your room or 
doing the dishes without being asked. 

Make a list of everything you had to drink today. How was water used to help 
produce each different liquid? Even milk needs water to get to your table! (Cows 
need milk to drink to produce milk.)  

Talk about ways each person in your home can play with water, make a plan to do 
something fun with water together.  

What do you think is the most interesting thing God created? Why is that thing the 
most interesting to you? 

Share this blessing while tracing a cross on each person’s forehead or hand with their 
permission: You are a special creation of  God. 


